Abstract. It is proved that a T, space is paracompact (and Hausdorff) if (and only if) every well (but arbitrarily) ordered open cover has an open refinement in the form of a countable union of families, (each of which being well ordered by the naturally induced well order) the initial segments of each of which are cushioned in the corresponding initial segments of the cover, i.e., the closures of the unions of the initial segments of each of which are contained within the unions of the corresponding initial segments of the cover. In order to use this theorem, we note the following lemma.
1. We attempt here to improve on Michael's result that characterizes paracompactness as the existence, for every open cover, of a a-cushioned open refinement [7] ; in the manner of Junnila [3] , Katuta [4] , [5] , 1 Mack [6] , Tamaño [9] , Tamaño and Vaughan [10] , Vaughan [11] , Yajima [12] and others, where various orders are introduced on the covers in order to restrict the working of the cushioning property in various ways. Our main theorem, Theorem 3, along with the preliminary steps, by virtue of their clearly discernible demonstrability, lays bare more than most theorems do the relationship between local finiteness, the cushioning property of Michael and our characterizations here. In order to use this theorem, we note the following lemma. Remarks. In the hypothesis of Lemma 2 above, the range of the members of ÍF need not be 9. So long as U { g(V): V < U] G 9", for all g G f, U G Gli, we will have the same conclusion. From Theorem 1 and Lemma 2 one obtains easily characterizations of paracompactness similar to that of Katuta's in Theorem 1.1 of
[5].
3. Lemma 2 and Theorem 1 together give us our main result, Theorem 3. 
